
tention on America’s cilies aiid 
its poor, a det?rmi;?cd gro~y of 
Senators was argiir.; that it 
was more important to waste 
over $900 million as a down 

‘payment on a sexeless and 
totally unnecesary antiballistic 
missile system, the so-called 
Sentinel defense a,nainst China. 

I have alrvays %ecn baffled 
bv the lo:ic which acknowl- 
edge; on -the one 
the -bnitcd States 

hand, that 
strategic 

pa*,vcr is adqunte to deter a 
Soviet misvile attxki, but, on 
the o;her hand, that it sti!I 
m.:I<e~ sense to build a d?Eensz 
agairkQ a much >vea!;cr China. 

I en1 even mirre haf:!zd to 
find that thn S.znate pro?ort:nts 
of Sentinel ax now arguing in 
its favor, not just for its anti- 
Chinese cega>ilities but as a 
first stq to:vard an anti-Soviet 
defense. 

I am puzzisd that their views 
find any support. in view oP 
the clear defxiencie; of Scn- 
tine! and the generaliy admit- 
ted virtual impossibiliiy of ei-er 
achieving a really efEectir;e 
antmissiie dEiens+ against the 
RUS.5iZIG. Th; auejtionable 
VAL? Of the SSiitiiA system is 
implicit in tiz pur;lin;: Adrr.in- 
istration olfe: not to build this 
anti-CXr.ese sys:~ ii :ke So- 
viet UnIsn wi;uld agree not to 
build its A.E.M. system. 

I did so then, and do so now, 
because if it were effective at 
all it nould be only for a very 
short time, and I bc!ievcd that 
it noaid be only a matter of 
t ime before the pressures wou!d 
dcvclon to expand Sentir,ci in- * 
to a very co:-tiy and clearly 
inadcquate anti-So\-iet system. 
The currcn t Spn3te dcbatc 
shox that thos? px~~res 
have alrcadv begun. 

Sentinel ‘itself is already 
technical:p objolcte; it, is based 
on a severzl-year-old design. 
3lany of the compo;:ents are 
essentia!!y obsolete in the light 
of new radar and missile tech- 
nolo~y. 

. 

I very much hTpc ii>zt tb” 
Senate wili zcc the folly of 
such a griei-oils misallocatin;l 
of reso5rcf5 as Scntiriel ri;l- 
resents. 
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